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A Story of Courage Despite .. . 
Closed Doors 


In Madrid 


By ARNOLD T. OHRN 


“ENTER into His gates with thanks- 
giving’—that is the Scriptural quotation 
printed on the wall above a doorway in- 
side the building at Calle Madre de Dios 
41 (‘“Mother-of-God Street’’). 


The door leads into a small chapel, 
where the 40 or so members of the Second 
Baptist Church of Madrid once used to 
worship. 


In fact, use of the building was ‘“‘author- 
ized” by the governor as far back as June 
22, 1949 through the granting of a permit 
to hold “private Evangelical worship serv- 
ices.” 


The Doors Are Sealed 


But on July 17, 1954 the Spanish police 
came and placed government seals on the 
double doors, thus mocking the inscription 
over them with a virtual DO NOT 
ENTER. 


What was the reason? The police simply 
told Pastor Jose Beltran that they had 
orders to do so because the church had 
engaged, they said, in open proselytizing. 

And this remark by a policeman is all 
the “explanation” the church, its former 
pastor, and its present pastor have ever 
been able to get. Pastor Beltran attempted 
to see the police and later the governor of 





THE CLOSED Doors 


Madrid about the closing of the chapel, 
but was refused interviews in both cases. 
The church has sent four “petitions” to 
the police, two to the governor of Madrid, 
and two to Generalissimo Franco, Spanish 
Chief of State. But every petition or in- 
quiry remains unanswered. No word of 
explanation has throughout these years 
been vouchsafed the patient little church. 
The church did not even receive any 
notification ordering the chapel closed, 
nor have they been given a copy of the 
orders under which the police took action. 
Nor has any member of the church actually 
been charged with proselytizing. 
(CONTINUED TO PAGE 15) 








Editor's Notebook 


BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE SUN- 
DAY—the first Sunday each February— 
is being made more and more significant 
as increasing numbers of individuals and 
churches use the date to survey the work 
of their fellow-believers and to pray for 
the welfare and advancement of Baptists 
everywhere. 

It is a day when we Baptists can fully 
appreciate the thrill of Ephesians 4:5— 
“One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 


A 

MANY PASTORS will preach this 
February 2 on our world Baptist fellow- 
ship and the challenge yet before us. 
Many Bible classes and many young peo- 
ple’s groups will set aside time for special 
discussions. Many groups will take special 
offerings for the carrying-on of the world- 
wide activities of the Baptist World Alli- 
ance. 

We have crammed onto the four center 
pages of this issue all the BWA informa- 
tion we can get in that space—for your use 
as BWA Sunday program material. 


7 


BAPTIST MEMBERSHIP has grown 
past the 22,000,000 mark and Baptists are 
known to have organized work underway 
in 105 countries, according to the latest 
statistics prepared by Miss Rowena Ting- 
ley of the BWA Washington office. Her 
tabulation, on the basis of 1956 reports, 
is published in the BWA Sunday section. 


The 1957 reports, when they are com- 
piled, will have still more good news. 
New Guinea Baptists, for instance, or- 
ganized their Baptist Union in 1957 and 
now report 850 members (see page 9). 
And Dr. Henry Cook has received word 
about Baptists in Turkey (to be published 
next month). 

Incidentally, this note to convention 
leaders: Please send the 1957 statistics for 
your country or convention to Miss Tingley 
at the Baptist World Alliance, Washing- 
ton, at your earliest convenience. 
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SOMETHING NEW has been added to 
your magazine—and we welcome it most 
gladly. It is a special section for the 
Women’s Department. You'll find it in 
every issue henceforth. 

We welcome also the hundreds of 
women who have joined our subscription 
rolls the past few weeks. Many have writ- 
ten enthusiastically of the magazine’s 
value to them in mission study. They find 
it inspirational as well as informative—fo: 
really the good news of Baptist advance 
is a very thrilling story. 


: 


ADVERTISEMENTS also have made 
their debut in recent issues. We invite all 
Baptist publishing houses and the dis- 
pensers of any product or service of use 
to Baptists to avail themselves of this 
medium. THE BAPTIST WoRLD is THE 
publication that can take your message 
directly to Baptist leaders on every con- 
tinent. 
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Baptist Beginnings In Bengal . . . 


Faith That 


Persevered 


William Carey, recognized as the father of modern 
missions, worked hard and preached diligently for 
seven years before Krishna Pal became the first Bengali 
Baptist in late December 1800. 


By A. S, CLEMENT 


‘Le YEAR 1800 was momentous for the 
first Baptist missionaries in Bengal. It be- 
gan in gloom and ended bright with hope. 

On the last day of 1799 one of their 
number, William Grant, died. He had 
been at Serampore for scarcely three 
months. His three colleagues, Daniel 
Brunsdan, William Ward and Joshua 
Marshman, with their wives waited with 
his young widow for the arrival of William 
Carey and John Fountain from Mudnabati. 

The four couples had not been idle on 
their long sea voyage. They had held regu- 
lar preaching services and prayer meetings 
on board the ship. Some members of the 
crew had been persuaded to read the New 
Testament. They had even set up a school 
which most of the ship’s crew attended, 
the boatswain and the cook included. Six 
Negro sailors had been instructed in read- 
ing, writing and arithmetic. 

It had been Summer 1799 when they 
left their homes and kinsfolk in England 
and early October when they reached 
Serampore. William Carey was settling his 
affairs in Mudnabati where he had been 
since 1793, and did not join them until 
10th January, 1800. 


Carey Young and Industrious 

Carey, they discovered, was still a 
young man, about forty. But he had 
gained great experience during the seven 
years in India. Those who think of him 
as the scholar, translator, and professor 
are apt to overlook the strenuous evan- 
gelistic work of his Mudnabati days. 

He and John Thomas had become man- 
agers of indigo factories in order to main- 
tain themselves. Carey discovered that in 
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addition to supporting his own large family 
he was able to make generous contribu- 
tions to the funds of the mission as well. 

The factory was in an area about twenty 
miles square. Round this area he went in 
perpetual rotation preaching the gospel. 
In one of his early letters he describes thus 
his missionary journeys: “My manner of 
travelling is with two small boats: one 
serves me to live in and the other for 
cooking my food. I carry all my furniture 
and food with me from place to place, 
namely, a chair, a table, a bed, and a lamp. 
I walk from village to village, but repair 
to my boat for lodging and eating.” 


Seven Years Without a Convert 


John Fountain, a London Baptist and 
schoolmaster, had joined Carey in Septem- 
ber, 1796. Fountain discovered that Carey 
had almost completed the translation of 
the New Testament into Bengali: he was 
then at work on Revelation. 

Carey and Thomas together made a tour 
of Bhutan, that mountainous province at 
the foot of the Himalayas, in 1797. They 
preached Christ in many places where his 
name was never heard before and were 
listened to with great attention. On their 
return to Bengal they heard good news 
from the town of Dinajpur. A certain 
Mr. Fernandez, a Portuguese and a former 
Roman Catholic, had been converted and 
had built a brick place of worship. 

But in all these seven years Carey had 
seen no fruit for his toil, in that not one 
Hindu had.been won for Christ. Moreover 


The writer is editor for Baptist Missionary 
Society and Carey Kingsgate Press Ltd., 
London, England. 
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he had himself suffered much through the 
mental illness of his wife, the death of 
one of his sons, and from experiences be- 
fore reaching Mudnabati when he had al- 
most been destitute. Nevertheless his faith 
and hope in God never wavered. 


Serampore Mission Established 


When Carey arrived at Serampore to 
join the others who had been sent out to 
help him he purchased a large house for 
the sum of 6,000 rupees—a house large 
enough to accommodate them all and to 
provide space for an office, a schoolroom, 
and a printing press. 

The new missionary community im- 
mediately established rules for their own 
government. They were to preach and 
pray in turn. One would superintend the 
affairs of the family for a month, then 
another. Carey was elected treasurer and 
custodian of the medicine chest. Fountain 
was appointed librarian. It was agreed 
that none should engage in private trade, 
but all should work for the benefit of the 
mission. To William Ward, a printer, was 
entrusted the supervision of the printing 
press, and three months later the first page 
of the Bengali New Testament was set up 
in type, to the great joy of all. 

The missionaries went out two by two, 
in apostolic fashion, preaching, arguing 
and discussing. Sometimes they would 
imitate the strolling ballad-singers, save 
that they would sing a hymn and then 
teach it to the people free of charge. This 
kind of activity soon attracted attention, 
the Hindus being astounded to see and 





hear English sahibs singing at the cross- 
roads. 


Krishna Pal Is Baptized 

For the rest of that year they pursued 
with great vigor the objects of the mission. 
A Bengali school was conducted; copies 
of Matthew’s Gospel and tracts were dis- 
tributed; preaching services were held for 
Indians and for Europeans. Then, after 
long years of waiting, came the reward. 
On 22nd December two Hindus, Gokul 
and Krishna, applied for baptism and 
church membership. So did Krishna’s 
wife, Rasee, and her sister, Jaymooni. In 
a meal with the missionaries they formally 
broke the chain of caste. 

Immediately there was opposition for 
the Hindus. The missionaries were 
threatened with violence. Krishna and his 
family were dragged before the Danish 
magistrate who, however, expressed ap- 
proval of them and warned their Hindu 
accusers. Krishna’s daughter who had 
been betrothed in infancy was kidnapped 
and forcibly married to her Hindu hus- 
band. Gokul and the two women at first 
wavered so that on 29th December 1800 
it was Krishna Pal alone who was bap- 
tized—the first Bengali Baptist. He it 
was who later composed the lines: — 

O thou, my soul, forget no more 

The Friend who all thy misery bore: 

Let every idol be forgot, 

But, O my soul, forget Him not. 

Jesus for thee a body takes, 

Thy guilt assumes, thy fetters breaks, 

Discharging all thy dreadful debt: 

And canst thou e’er such love forget? 


Churches Put The Baptist World on Literature Table 


Dr. E. H. Pruden, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Washington, D. C., 
has placed a regular order for 50 copies of THE BAPTIST WorRLD each month 
for placing on the literature table of his church. Dr. Pruden says he hopes to 
increase this number to 100 as his members become acquainted with the maga- 


x 


zine. 


A similar practice is being started by the Temple Baptist Church of Rockford, 
Illinois. “We have been looking for a periodical of wide scope concerning mis- 
sions and Christian work in general throughout the world,” their ordering 
letter said. “I believe this publication will meet our need.” 
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“What We Believe”... 


Bible Study Set For Youth Conference 


Dr. William Walter Adams, professor of 
New Testament interpretation at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
USA, has been named Bible teacher for 
the Sth Baptist Youth World Conference 
in Toronto, June 27-July 2. 


The Bible hour will open each day’s 
program at the Conference, and will de- 
velop the theme, “What We Believe.” 


An estimated 6,000 young people from 
fifty or more nations will sit in Dr. Adams’ 
classes each morning. Later in the day 
they will meet in small discussion groups 
to discuss his lecture and other items on 
the morning program. 


Robert S. Denny, secretary for youth 
work of the Baptist World Alliance, said 
that the small discussion groups are 
planned to encourage fellowship among 
the visitors from various nations and to 
allow an exchange of views on current 
topics. 

Selection of Dr. Adams for the Bible 
teaching post followed a careful survey of 
many of the conventions and national 
groups which will participate in the meet- 
ings. All were enthusiastic in endorsing 
his nomination. 


A native of Alabama and a graduate of 
Howard College, Birmingham, and the 
Southern Seminary,.Dr. Adams served as 
pastor of Alabama churches 1915-19; as 
professor of New Testament interpretation 
at Eastern Baptist Theological College, 
Philadelphia, 1925-46; and as president 
and professor at Central Baptist Seminary, 
Kansas City, 1946-54. He moved to his 
present position at Louisville in 1954. 


The Bible teacher is a past president of 
the Association of Northern Baptist Edu- 
cational Institutions, and is the author of 
three books, “Forward With Christ,” “The 
Life of Christ in Outline,” and “The Scrip- 
ture Says.” 


He is married and the father of two 
children. 
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Dr. W. W. ADAMS 


Registration Forms Now 
Available In Your Area 


Registration forms for the 5th Baptist 
Youth World Conference at Toronto are 
now available from young people’s leaders 
in all areas. 

This form contains not only the informa- 
tion you need for registration at the Con- 
ference, but includes also the names of 
Toronto hotels and their rates. A limited 
amount of space on the University of 
Toronto campus also is available. 


Write immediately to your state or area 
secretary for youth work for this valuable 
information that will assure you a place 
at this Conference which is termed by 
many as “the opportunity of a youth- 
time.” Or, write direct to the BWA Youth 
Department, 1628 Sixteenth St., N.W., 
Washington, 9, D.C. 
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February 2 Is Baptist 
World Alliance Sunday 


Sunday, February 2, is Baptist World 
Alliance Sunday. A message to Baptists 
of the world, signed by officers of the Al- 
liance, has been sent to all Baptist publi- 
cations and is reproduced also in the center 
pages of this issue. 


Churches everywhere are urged to take 
this occasion to meditate on the world 
outreach of Baptists and to pray for their 
fellow believers in more than 100 lands. 


Dr. Ohrn Reports Trip to 
Administrative Committee 


A detailed report by Secretary Arnold 
T. Ohrn of his recent visit to Europe 
highlighted the sessions of the Baptist 
World Alliance Administrative Committee 
in Washington, November 26. He told of 
his visits to Belgium, France, Holland, 
the Scandinavian countries, Switzerland, 
Germany, Spain and England, enumerating 
in each case the progress in each of those 
lands. 


Dr. Ohrn conferred in Holland with the 
Baptists there regarding the possibility of 
celebrating the 350th anniversary of John 
Smyth’s founding of a Baptist church in 
Amsterdam in 1609. British Baptists also 
are interested in the celebration in that 
John Smyth and Thomas Helwys had 
major roles in planting Baptist work in 
Europe. A memorial chapel may be built 
with Baptists everywhere participating. 


The secretary visited several major cities 
in Spain, and reported favorably on the 
work of Southern Baptist missionaries 
there. The nation’s 2,630 members in 42 
Baptist churches reported 503 baptisms in 
the past two years, a ratio which Dr. 
Ohrn thinks may be a record for any 
Baptist group in Europe. Dr. Ohrn’s re- 
port on the closing of the Second Baptist 
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Church of Madrid is told elsewhere in 
this issue. 


He had many compliments also for 
Baptists in Germany, especially ther build- 
ing of a new Baptist hospital with 165 
beds, “as modern as any hospital you will 
find anywhere in the world.” 


Dr. Ohrn reported later about plans for 
the meeting of the BWA Executive Com- 
mittee in Ruschlikon-Zurich, next August. 
He had conferred also with leaders about 
the Congress of the European Baptist 
Federation in West Berlin, July 26-31. 


Africa 
Academy is 102 Years Old 


The Baptist Academy at Lagos, Nigeria, 
recently celebrated its 102nd anniversary 
in a meeting in historic First Baptist 
Church of Lagos, with Missionary Stanley 
E. Ray as speaker. 


The Baptist Academy was founded in 
1855 by Rev. J. M. Hardin, who had gone 
to Nigeria from Liberia under appointment 
by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 


Board. He is reported to have taught both | 
adults and children in his own home. Soon | 
land was purchased from King Dosumu, ¢ 


of Lagos, and buildings were erected on 
the site where the school now stands. 


During the next 30 years, as much of 
the work begun by early missionary pio- 
neers dissipated, the Baptist Academy con- 
tinued to operate. And by 1935 the 
Academy had classes ranging from kin- 
dergarten to class six of secondary school. 


The Academy, now under the supervi- | 
sion of Dr. J. A. Adegbite, who obtained | 
the doctor of education degree from | 
Columbia University in 1953, is looking | 


forward to occupying new grounds on the 
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outskirts of Lagos in the next year or two. 
Dr. T. Keith Edwards, who reported the 
celebration, says the new buildings now 
under construction are bright, airy struc- 
tures in pastel colors, arranged to catch 
the prevailing winds in their spacious win- 
dows. 


Many of the students become Christians 
while at the Academy. 


African Youth Organize 


The Rev. J. A. Adegbite writes from 
Lagos, Nigeria: “I am happy to report that 
we in Nigeria are well on the way toward 
being organized as the first step to organ- 
izing the Pan-African Baptist Youth. Slow 
as this may appear, it is an important 
achievement when it is realized that the 
Youth Committee of the Nigerian Baptist 
Convention was appointed as recently as 
May 2, 1957. Until that time it just was 
not possible to unify the youth work of 
the Convention which exists under several 
departments such as the Training Union, 
Sunday School, Young Woman’s Associa- 
tion, etc.” 


Dr. Hillyer Visits Angole 


Dr. H. F. Hillyer, general secretary of 
the Canadian Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, writes from Luanda, Angola, of 
his visit to the African church service 
there: “To our surprise the preacher was 
Luis Machado, the Portuguese Baptist pas- 
tor loaned to us by the BMS to hold the 
Quimpondo station. It was good to be in a 
worship service, even if it was a contrast 
from the last church service we attended 
at Riverside Church on our way through 
New York. There was the same fervor, the 
same Gospel, and the same _ Savior 
preached in both services. 


South African Youth Meet 


The first South African Baptist Youth 
Conference was held at King William’s 
Town July 4-7, with 53 registered delegates 
representing 39 fellowships. A large num- 
ber of visitors were recorded at each day’s 
sessions. One afternoon was given to the 
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MAKE BWA SUNDAY 
SUBSCRIPTION DAY 


One pastor writes that he plans to 
include a subscription drive for The 
Baptist World in his church’s observy- 
ance of Baptist World Alliance Sun- 
day, February 2. 


Maybe other churches will want to 
do likewise. 





distribution of hundreds of tracts and a 
special evangelistic service in which young 
people gave their testimonies. 

The Conference voted unanimously to 
hold similar conferences annually in the 
future. One evening of each year’s session 
will be devoted to a full-scale evangelistic 
service, possibly in a city or town hall. The 
group re-elected Rev. Glyn Tudor as 
youth leader. 


Asia 


Dr. Lin Imprisoned Again 


Word has been received in Washington 
that Dr. Henry Lin of China has been put 
into prison again. No details are available. 
Baptists throughout the world rejoiced a 
year ago at the word that Dr. Lin had 
been freed after several years of imprison- 
ment. 

Dr. Lin, a former president of the Uni- 
versity of Shanghai, is a fourth-generation 
Christian and a great Baptist leader in 
China. He is a graduate of the University 
of Shanghai, and did graduate work in the 
United States. He holds honorary degrees 
of Doctor of Laws from Wake Forest Col- 
lege and Baylor University. He attended 
the Baptist World Congress at Copenhagen 
in 1947, and was a vice president of the 
Baptist World Alliance from 1947 to 1950. 


Summer Missionaries to Okinawa 


A team consisting of three young people 
from Japanese Baptist churches and Rev. 
Takao Ito, secretary of the youth depart- 


(Continued to page 8) 
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SBC Mission Leader 


Baker James 
Cauthen 


Member of BWA 
Executive 
Committee 


Dr. Baker James Cauthen, executive 
secretary of the Foreign Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, has 
been a member of the BWA Executive 
Committee since 1954. 

A native of Texas, he holds earned de- 
grees from Stephen F. Austin College, 
Baylor University, and Southwestern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary. He has honor- 
ary degrees from Baylor, East Texas Bap- 
tist College, and Stetson University. 

Dr. Cauthen served as pastor of rural 
churches from 1927 until 1933, while 
studying in college and seminary. He was 
pastor of Polytechnic Baptist Church, 
Fort Worth, from 1933-39, and professor 
of missions at Southwestern Seminary 
from 1935-1939. 

He was appointed to mission service in 
China in 1939, and engaged in evangelistic 
work there until he was elected the 
Board’s Secretary for the Orient in 1945. 
He became executive secretary of the 
Board in January 1954. 

Dr. Cauthen is married to the former 
Eloise Glass, daughter to Southern Baptist 
missionaries to China. 


ASIA 
(Continued from page 7) 


ment of the Japan Baptist convention, 
spent 18 days on Okinawa last summer 
helping Japan’s first foreign missionaries, 
Rev. and Mrs. Masaji Shirabe. 

The purpose of the trip, made possible 
through special offerings given by the 
Japanese Baptist young people, was to 
give the team an opportunity to serve and 
to learn at first hand how mission work is 
carried out. 
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Seventh Day Baptists in China 


China Bulletin reports an article in Tien 
Feng telling of church activity in Taitsan 
County, about 25 miles northwest of 
Shanghai. It says that a Seventh Day Bap- 
tist Church at Liuho has now grown to a 
membership of 144. The writer cites at- 
tendance growth in nine churches of vary- 
ing denominations in the county, and 
asserts that entrance into farm cooperatives 
at the end of 1955 has not had a harmful 
effect upon church work. He admits that 
the cooperatives have made it a little more 
difficult for members to come to church, 
but says that by adjusting the time of 
services to meet their schedule the prob- 
lem has been satisfactorily solved. 


Hong Kong Has 36 Preaching Stations 


The Prince Edward Road _ Baptist 
Church, Hong Kong, was organized Octo- 
ber 19 with about 65 charter members, 
bringing the number of fully constituted 
Baptist churches in the colony to 15. 


The building for the Hong Kong Bap- 
tist Chapel was formally opened on Octo- 
ber 27. The first meeting of this English- 
language group was a prayer service on 
October 2, and the first worship service in 
the new building was held October 6. Mis- 
sionary Charles P. Cowherd reports that 
Baptists from Holland and England have 
expressed the desire to join with Southern 
Baptists in a church fellowship and minis- 
try to the English-speaking people in Hong 
Kong. 


This new chapel is one of 21 currently 
supported by the Hong Kong Baptist Mis- 
sion (organization of Southern Baptist 
missionaries) and the Hong Kong Baptist 
Association. 


Campaign Planned for Tokyo 


The Japan Baptist Convention and the 
Japan Baptist Mission are planning for 
a major city-wide evangelistic campaign 
in Tokyo in 1959, the centennial of evan- 
gelical missions in Japan and the 70th an- 
niversary of the work of Southern Baptists 
in that land. 
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Baptist World Alliance Sunday 


February 2, 1958 


A day when 22,000,000 Baptists in more 
than a hundred countries meet as one be- 


fore the throne of grace in prayer and 


consecration, mindful of their— 





One Lord, one faith, one baptism. — Ephesians 4:5. 


What Is the Baptist World Alliance? 





The Baptist World Alliance is a vol- 
untary and fraternal organization for 
promoting fellowship and cooperation 
among Baptists. 


It is, in accordance with the principles 
of the denomination, free, autonomous, 
and fraternal in all its relationships. 


The aims of the Alliance are moral 
and spiritual. It seeks to express and 
promote unity and fellowship among 
the Baptists of the world; to secure and 
defend religious freedom; and to pro- 
claim the great principles of our com- 
mon faith. 


The BWA is not: 


—an administrative body, carrying on 
mission work or appointing mission- 
aries. 


—a judicial body, handing down 


decisions governing other Baptist or- 
ganizations. 


—an authoritative body, controlling 
churches or other organizations. Such 
authority as it possesses extends only 
to its activities. 


—a body responsible for financial ob- 
ligations incurred by other Baptist 
bodies, or for controversies concern- 
ing matters of polity, doctrine, and 
practice. 


The BWA is prepared at all times to 
help by counsel and advice on matters 
properly pertaining to its aims and pur- 
poses; but always with careful regard 
to the rights of other Baptist boards, 
unions, and conventions. 

(Adapted from a statement prepared by the late 
Dr. E. Y. Mullins and the late Dr. J. H. Rushbrooke, 


each of whom served a term as president of Baptist 
World Alliance.) 








Baptists Are at Work Around the World 


Figures as of December 31, 1956, as far as possible. 
Statistics from some areas are not complete. 


Africa 


Algiers - 
Angola 


Belgian Congo aS 


Cameroons, British _ 


Cameroons, French 
Ethiopia 
Egypt 


French sean Africa 


Ghana 


Ivory I bai 


Kenya 

Liberia _- 
Mozambique _. 
Nigeria 
Nyasaland 


Portuguese East Africa. 


Rhodesia, Northern 
Rhodesia, Southern 
St. Helena 

Sierra Leona _ 
South Africa 


Spanish Morocco ___. 


Asia 
Burma 
Ceylon 


China-proper peetaten 


Hong Kong and 
Macao - 


Formosa (Taiwan) 


India 

Indonesia 

Israe] __ 
Japan 

J ee : 
oi es 
Korea 


New Guinea 
Pakistan 
Philippines 
Thailand 


*Estimate on 1941 Basis 


287,926 


200,000 
1,712 
90,000* 


8,399 


3,835 
349,489 


710,934 


Australasia and Oceania 


Australia 
New Zealand 
Hawaii 


Central America and West Indies 


Bahamas — 


Bermuda 


British Honduras __ 


Costa Rica 
Cuba 


— 16/000 


40 
415 


Dominican Republic _.. 
ES | ae 


Guatamala 
Honduras 
Haiti 
Jamaica 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Puerto Rico 
St. Lucia 
St. Vincent 


Trinidad and Tobago 


102,295 


Europe 


Austria 
Belgium 
Bulgaria ____. 
Channel Isles _ 
Czechoslovakia 
Lo aa 
England - 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Germany -.. 
Holland 
Hungary __. 
Ireland 
Isle of Man __.- 
i aes 
Latvia 
Lithuania 
hows —_......__. 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Scotland 
ore 
Sweden bas 
Switvenana —.__....__. 
(Sk eee 
US Heese ae Oo 
Yugoslavia 
*Estimate—Not Included in Total 


1,145,802 


South America 


Argentina 
Bolivia 

Brazil 

Chile 
Colombia - 
Ecuador 
Guiana, British __.-- 
Guiana, Dutch 
Paraguay 

Peru 

Uruguay 


Venezuela 149,127 


North America 


Mexico 

United States 
American Baptist 
Convention ___ 
Baptist General Con- 
ference of America __.. 
National Baptist Con- 
vention, U.S.A., Inc.__. 
National Baptist Con- 
vention of America _.. 
North American Baptist 
General Conference -_.. 
Seventh Day Baptist 
General Conference -_.. 
Southern Baptist 
Convention 8,708,823 
20 Other ow - 
Bodies ____.. 1,870,016 
Total for U. S. _... 19, ‘447, 899 


GRAND TOTAL ____. 


. 1,528,210 
59,304 
4,557,416 
2,668,799 
49,269 
6,052 


19,623,024 
22,068,058 





A Message for Baptist 
World Alliance Sunday 


NCE AGAIN BAPTIST WORLD AL- Pen Ske=seeho seme flere 
LIANCE SUNDAY reminds us of our selected eaters: 
growing world-wide fellowship, one in 
our love for our Lord, our common faith, and mutual concern one for another. It is 
a day when Baptists of the world meet as one before the throne of grace in prayer 
and consecration. This shared day of worship is assuming greater significance with 
each successive observance. 


This year it might be easy to feel a sense of discouragement. No continent, hardly 
a country, is without its tensions and tumults, economic uncertainties, political up- 
heavals and social difficulties. In a time of rigorous nationalism and international 
tension, nothing must override or obscure the faith we cherish that in Christ we 
shall find the answer to our needs as individuals and as peoples. It was never more 
vital that Christian truth and ideals be paramount and religious liberty be preserved. 


TO BAPTISTS COMES THE CHALLENGE: What have we to offer? It behooves 
us on Baptist World Alliance Sunday to renew our faith, reaffirm our convictions, 
and resolve to strengthen our witness. 


We rejoice that many of our distinctive principles are shared by other evangelical 
groups—evangelism, the autonomy of the local church, believer’s baptism, a regenerate 
church membership, the separation of church and state, the priesthood of all believers. 
Perhaps the greatest contribution of Baptists to the ongoing of the Christian faith 
has been our devotion to the concept of full religious liberty and the supreme value 
of the individual soul. We ask no right or freedom for ourselves that we do not ask 
for others, while yielding to none in our concern for the distinctive principles our 
forefathers cherished through the years and in an increasing effort to win all men 
to a saving faith in Christ as Lord. 


Let us resolve on this Baptist World Alliance Sunday, to plan and work together 
to preserve our heritage from the past and to be faithful in our stewardship to the 
present and the future. Let us pray for brotherhood and understanding in the spirit 
of Christ and that the world may know Him, whom to know is life eternal. 


The year 1958 is a significant one for Baptists. Our Baptist young people meet 
in their fifth World Conference in Toronto, June 27 to July 2. The European Baptist 
Federation will also convene for a significant meeting in West Berlin, July 26-31. Our 
brethren in Poland and Chile will commemorate important anniversaries of the Bap- 
tist witness in their lands. 


To all, to those in difficult situations and dangerous places, to those whose lot 
has fallen in pleasant ways, to new believers and long-time servants of our Lord, 
we send our warm greetings. May Paul’s inspired word to the Philippians be our 
watchword for the year ahead! 


“Be careful for nothing: but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Jesus Christ.” 









Fellowship . . . 
Service... 
Cooperation . . . 


These are the keynotes of 
the Baptist World Alliance 













BAPTIST BUILDING, WASHINGTON 


RGANIZED in London in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has served 
more than a half-century in promoting fellowship, service, and co- 
operation among the now 22,000,000 Baptists in more than 100 countries 


on the earth’s six continents. 


Baptists have met nine times in a Baptist World Congress, and will hold 
their tenth Congress at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 26-July 3, 1960. 


Alliance keynotes are furthered also through: 


Baptist World Alliance Sunday, observed 
the first Sunday in February each year by 
Baptist churches around the world. 


The Baptist World, a monthly publication of 
world Baptist news, distributed to Baptist 
leaders in 100 nations. 


A News and Information Service, exchang- 
ing ideas and good tidings among Baptists 
of the world. 


Relief Work, including gifts to distressed 


peoples everywhere and assistance in reha- 
bilitation of refugees from political and 
other oppressions. 


Six Study Commissions, composed of Bap- 
tist scholars seeking better ways to make 
Christ meaningful to all people. 


Tours by Alliance officers and others, offer- 
ing encouragement and aid to Baptist groups 
whose location and small membership may 
make progress difficult. 


For a brochure on BWA activities, write: 


BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 


THEODORE F. ADAMS, President 
HENRY COOK, Acting Secretary for Europe 


1628 Sixteenth Street, N.W. 





ARNOLD T. OHRN, General Secretary 


ROBERT S. DENNY, Associate Secretary for Youth Work 


Washington 9, D. C. 
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Australasia 


850 Baptists in New Guinea 


Statistics for recently organized Baptist 
Churches in New Guinea have just been 
released by the New Guinea Regional 
Committee of the Australian Baptist For- 
eign Mission. 


These are the first figures giving the 
strength of the Enga Church in the central 
Highlands of New Guinea. Churches were 
formed during the latter part of 1956, 
and in 1957. 


There are now sixteen local churches 
comprising the Baptist Union of New 
Guinea, according to the statistics. These 
are served by five pastors: Pi, Yaka, Adi, 
Kukiwa, and Kigapu. Church membership 
is 850. 


Forty evangelistic teachers also labor 
in the expanding work of the New Guinea 
Baptist Church. There are approximately 
600 scholars in the schools conducted by 
the Mission, the report discloses. 


Dr. Jarvis Back in Australia 


Dr. Wilfred L. Jarvis, a member of the 
BWA Executive Committee and co-chair- 
man of the Commission on Evangelism, 
has returned to his home in Australia, fol- 
lowing a recent lengthy visit to the USA. 
Mrs. Jarvis accompanied him on his Amer- 
ican trip. Dr. Jarvis is speaking in churches 
throughout Australia on the subject of 
“Baptists and World Evangelization,” and 
illustrating it with colored moving pictures 
made on his recent trip. 


Gift for Bible Production 


A Sydney woman, hearing of the hold 
up in the praduction of 600,000 volumes 
of Scripture because of lack of finances 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society 
has defrayed the cost of publishing 10,000 
copies of St. Mark’s Gospel in the Ewe 
language spoken in Togoland and Daho- 
mey, Africa. 
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Billy Graham Invited 


The National Council of Churches— 
representing about 80 per cent of the 
Protestants in New Zealand—has formally 
invited Evangelist Billy Graham to conduct 
a crusade in New Zealand in 1959. 


Mission Secretary Appointed 


The Rev. J. D. Williams has been ap- 
pointed general secretary of the Austra- 
lian Baptist Foreign Mission. He is at 
present pastor of the North Adelaide 
Church and chairman of the India-Pakis- 
tan Regional Committee. It is expected 
that Mr. Williams will commence his 


duties as general secretary in May. 








Are Laymen Tongue-tied 
About Their Religion? 





A Southern Baptist leader told a lay- 
men’s convention at Chicago that 
Christian men tend to be tongue-tied 
about their religion. 


George W. Schroeder of Memphis, 
executive secretary of the SBC's 
Brotherhood Commission, warned the 
1,000 delegates to the convention that 
“it’s not enough to pay the bills and 
let somebody else do the missionary 
work.” 


“We let opportunities slip by when 
we could say a word for Christ because 
we don’t know how to present our 
faith to others,” he said. 


Mr. Schroeder urged the men to 
“speak up to the man who works be- 
side us who is not a Christian.” A 
New Testament lying on the office 
desk of every believer, he said, would 
serve as a “silent invitation” to the 
interested to inquire about Christianity. 


He suggested that Christian laymen 
mark passages in their New Testa- 






















ments “that would guide them in 
sitting down to lead another to 
Christ.” 






Mr. Schroeder also urged the men 
to work with boys in the church “to 
assure strong laymen tomorrow.” 
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Women’s Department 


Mrs. GEORGE R. MARTIN, Chairman 


Miss JessiE Forp, Editor 


“Place of Meeting’—Toronto 


About a hundred miles from Niagara 
Falls, on the north shore of Lake Ontario, 
is a spot the Indians called “Place of 
Meeting”—Toronto. In November mem- 
bers of the Administrative Committee of 
the Women’s Department gathered at that 
particular “place of meeting” to discuss 
plans and policies for furthering the work 
of the Women’s Department. 


What did we accomplish during those 
seven days? We looked again at our dis- 
tinctive character as a unit of Baptist 
world fellowship. We glimpsed anew the 
scope of our Women’s Department, ex- 
amined its parts and understood a little 
more deeply the relationship of the parts 
to the whole. We looked at our Conti- 
nental Unions and saw in them our hope 
for the future. We looked at our world 
—in which our task is set-—and saw some 
of its psychological problems and its socio- 
logical patterns—also its hope and prom- 
ise for the future. We were convinced 
that in the rich fellowship that is ours 
lie the secrets of a better day. 


The memories we carried away from 
that “place of meeting” may differ; yet 
some shared high moments are unfor- 
gettable for us all; meetings with old 
friends and contacts with new ones; 
impressions of experience not listed on the 
Agenda; the power of those moments 
when, upon our knees, we sought com- 
munion with our loving Father; the dem- 
onstration of our world reach when na- 
tionals of six continents spoke of the 
unity of our fellowship and what it means 
to them and to their women. 


To. direct one’s eyes simultaneously to 
the past, to the future, to the roots and 
to the stars is a dizzy experience. But as 
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we ponder on the happenings of that week 
together the dizzy feeling will pass, and 
the events will fall into perspective. Then 
at home, whether in Australia or Africa 
we Shall be ready to step forward into a 
new day of Baptist life and fellowship. 


Baptist Women Undergird 
The BAPTIST WORLD 


At the recent meeting of the Adminis- 
trative Committee it was voted to dis- 
continue the Quarterly Newsletter of the 
Women’s Department, as of December 31, 
1957, 


It was also voted to accept the offer 
of the Director of Publications of the 
Baptist World Alliance to share space in 
THE BAPTIST Wor LD. In this new rela- 
tionship the Women’s Department will 
seek to increase the circulation of THE 
BAPTIST WORLD. Five thousand new sub- 
scriptions was set as a goal for the coming 
year. Each Continental Union will accept 
its share of this goal. 


We were indeed forunate in securing 
Miss Jessie Ford, former secretary of the 
general secretary of the Baptist World 
Alliance, to serve as representative of the 
Women’s Department news in THE Bap- 
TIST WORLD. 


Welcome to Rio—1960 


Dona Esther Dias, president of the 
Woman’s Missionary Union of Brazil and 
continental chairman for Latin America, 
extends a warm and cordial welcome to 
Baptist women of the world to come to 
her city—Rio de Janeiro—in 1960. The 
Administrative Committee spent much 
time and thought in Toronto in planning 
for the women’s meeting in connection 
with the Congress meeting of the Baptist 
World Alliance. 


Spring and Summer Visits 


In the early spring Mrs. George R. 
Martin, chairman of the Women’s Depart- 
ment and Sra. Olivia S.D. deLerin, execu- 
tive secretary of the Woman’s Missionary 
Union of Mexico and vice-president of 
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MEMBERS AND VISITORS at the meetin 





g of the Administrative Committee of the 





BWA Women’s Department in Toronto included, left to right, Dr. Nannie Burroughs, 
USA; Mrs. Edgar Bates, Canada; Mrs. Ayako Hino, Japan; Mrs. Ester Diaz, Brazil; Mrs. 
Maurice Hodge, USA; Mrs. A. C. Church, Australia; Mrs. George R. Martin, USA; Mrs. 
Rachel Iversen, Norway; Mrs. F. F. Pepper, England; and Mrs. J. T. Ayorinde, Nigeria. 


the Latin American Union, will visit the 
Baptist women in Central America and the 
Caribbean Islands. 


Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Maurice Hodge, 
president of the North American Women’s 
Union, will visit India and Pakistan during 
1958. It is hoped that during this visitation 
the organization of the Asia Union may 
be consummated. 


New Zealand Sends Missionaries 


Mrs. Fursdon of the New Zealand Bap- 
tist Women’s Missionary Union writes: 
“Our missionary work in India and Pakis- 
tan this year has known its difficulties as 
well as its joys. Three of our Senior 
workers have come to retirement after 
almost 40 years’ service. Three new re- 
cruits, all trained teachers, leave our 
shores early next year for our mission 
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field. Our staff on the field numbers 7 
men, 16 women and 100 national workers. 


“Our Baptist Women’s Missionary 
Union now numbers 109 branches with a 
membership of 2,407. The younger wom- 
en’s groups total 38 branches with a mem- 
bership of 759. Together we reached a 
record in our giving this year—a total of 
£9,066, besides food and clothing parcels 
valued at £1,041.” 


Greetings from Hawaii 


Miss Saito writes: “Warm _ greetings 
from the women of the Hawaii Baptist 
Women’s Union! We have just concluded 
our thirteenth annual meeting and rejoice 
over God’s blessing upon us. How grate- 
ful we are for the increase of 279 mem- 
bers in our organizations. Two new socie- 
ties have been organized this past year and 
a number of new youth organizations.” 
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ABC Mission Leader 


Edward Bacon 
Willingham 


Member of BWA 
Executive 
Committee 


Dr. Edward Bacon Willingham, general 
secretary of the Foreign Mission Societies 
of the American Baptist Convention, has 
been a member of the BWA Executive 
Committee since 1954. A native of Vir- 
ginia, where his father, Dr. R. J. Willing- 
ham served for twenty years as secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, Dr. Willingham holds degrees from 
the University of Richmond and the South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, with 
further study in Washington University 
and the Union Theological Seminary. 

He served as associate professor of 
Bible at the University of Richmond; 
field secretary for the Virginia Baptist 
Board of Missions and Education; and 
pastor of Baptist churches in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, St. Louis, Missouri, Huntington, 
West Virginia, and Washington, D. C. He 
has served on boards and committees of 
both of Southern Baptist Convention 
and the American Baptist Convention, and 
during his pastorate of the National 
Memorial Baptist Church in Washington, 
was Western Treasurer of the Baptist 
World Alliance. He has been chairman 
since 1950 of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs, representing six 
national conventions in the USA. 

Dr. Willingham has attended BWA 
Congress meetings in Atlanta, Cleveland 
and London, serving on the program com- 
mittee for both the Cleveland and London 
meetings. He and Mrs. Willingham visited 
American Baptist foreign mission fields 
in the Far East in the winter of 1956-57, 
and have made plans to visit Ghana and 
the Belgian Congo in December 1957- 
January 1958. 
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Europe 


Swedish Baptists Petition For 
World Peace and Racial Harmony 


The Baptist Union of Sweeden has sent 
to Dr. Dag Hammerskjold, secretary gen- 
eral of the United Nations, two letters ask- 
ing that the international organization give 
itself wholeheartedly to the establishment 
of peace in the world and for elimination 
of tension between races. 

The letter on world peace stressed the 
necessity for effective disarmament and the 
establishment of a lasting World Union. 


The other letter asserted that tensions 
between races and the color of skin are 
a hindrance to development of friendly 
relations between nations, and that in some 
countries the freedom of thought, con- 
science and religion have been suppressed. 


Gunnar Westin, chairman of the Union’s 
executive committee, and Erik Ruden, gen- 
eral secretary of the Union, report that a 
letter of acknowledgement has been re- 
ceived from Dr. Hammerskjold. 


Charles Grikman 


The Rev. Charles Grikman, 57, of Brus- 
sels, Belgium, died November 25. He was 
a Latvian Baptist who left his homeland 
more than thirty years ago for Western 
Europe. In Belgium he founded the Rus- 
sian-Ukrainian mission, which up til now 
has established six preaching stations 
among Slavic working men in the mining 
towns. Hundreds have been converted and 
baptized, most of whom, however, have 
emigrated to the Americas and joined 
churches there. 


John Grant Heads Scottish Baptists 


A layman, Mr. John Grant of Edin- 
burgh, is the new president of the Baptist 
Union of Scotland, succeeding the Rev. 
John McBeath of Inverness. The Rev. John 
McKendrick of Ayr, was elected new vice- 
president. 

The Assembly voted that all levels of 
the minimum stipend for ministers be in- 
creased by £50, providing a minimum 
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stipend of £480 plus an allowance of 
£12 per child up to three children. 


Speakers at the Assembly included 
Professor H. H. Rowley and the Rev. J. B. 
Middlebrook. The Assembly program 
closed with a great young people’s rally 
with busses coming in from many parts of 
Scotland to bring young people to hear 
Prof. Norman Hunt of Edinburgh Univer- 
sity. 

The Women’s Association installed Mrs. 
J. D. B. Robertson of Glasgow as presi- 
dent. She is the wife of a minister and the 
mother of a minister. 


Austrian Baptists Meet 


The Baptist Union of Austria held its 
annual meeting in the building of the First 
Baptist Church, 35 Mollardgasse, Vienna. 


The modern Baptist movement in Aus- 
tria is not very strong. During Reformation 
times the number of “Anabaptists” was 
well above the hundred thousand mark. 
They were completely wiped out through 
the counter-Reformation. The number of 
church members today is about 800. The 
largest and oldest church (Mollardgasse in 
Vienna) has 350 members. Rev. Arnold 
Koester is its pastor, and he presided over 
the conference of 28 church representa- 
tives. There is a total of ten churches and 
missions in ten different locations. The 
number of baptisms during the last two- 
year period was given as 44. The work is 
largely supported by the Foreign Mission 
Board of the North American Baptist 
General Conference, USA. Its representa- 
tive in Austria is Dr. Appel. 


The stream of Hungarian refugees in 
November 1956 placed an enormous bur- 
den upon our Austrian brethren. They rose 
to the occasion splendidly, and played an 
important part in the work undertaken by 
the Baptist Relief Committee for Hungary 
(a sub-division of the BWA Relief Com- 
mittee). Three hundred refugees were com- 
pletely taken care of. Most of them have 
now emigrated. 


One of the reports dealt with the con- 
ference center at St. Gilgen, near Salzberg, 
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a place which also brings together for 
summer camps, Baptist youth from other 
parts of Europe. 


Latin America 


Simultaneous Campaign Held 
in Capital of Brazil 


By GENE H. WISE 


Three special meetings—two held in the 
Treasury Department building and one in 
the covered stadium which will be the 
meeting place for the Baptist World Al- 
liance in 1960—highlighted the Third 
Simultaneous Evangelistic Campaign con- 
ducted in Rio de Janeiro in September. 
Though the campaign was held during the 
height of the Asiatic flu epidemic which 
closed dozens of schools, and though 
revival meetings were held in only 72 of 
Rio’s 111 Baptist churches, returns in- 
dicate that approximately 800 people pro- 
fessed faith in Christ during the month. 


In an attempt to take the gospel mes- 
sage to the very heart of Rio, plans were 
made for the first time this year to use a 
downtown auditorium. These plans were 
carried out after permission had been 
granted to use the main auditorium of the 
“Ministerio da Fazenda” (Treasury De- 
partment Building). Here two evangelistic 
meetings were held at 5:30 p.m., the hour 
at which most business places close. These 
meetings were characterized as “highly 
successful experiments which will un- 
doubtedly be repeated in the future.” 


Five major open air rallies in different 
parts of the sprawling capital were pro- 
moted by the campaign committee; many 
smaller open-air meetings were held by 
individual churches. 


According to the Rev. J. Reis Pereira, 
head of the campaign committee, 32,000 
posters were placed throughout the city, 
and 150,000 leaflets, giving the addresses 
of all Baptist churches, were distributed. 
In addition, wide publicity was given to 
the crusade by the daily radio program 
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If you 
have a 
voice — 


and are under 30 


years of age... 


You are invited to sing 
in the 1000-voice 
International Choir 
being planned for the 
5th Baptist Youth 
World Conference 

at Toronto, Canada 
June 27-July 2. 


Send a statement of your 
qualifications to: 
WILLIAM J. REYNOLDS 
127 Ninth Ave., N. 


Nashville, Tennessee, USA 
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“Os Batistas em Marcha”, which is trans- 
mitted in Rio and other centers. 

The largest meeting of the crusade, also 
a first-time experiment, was held in the 
25,000 capacity “Maracanazinho” stadium, 
with an attendance of approximately 12,- 
000, during the same week in which a 
reported 20,000 children were out of 
school because of the flu epidemic. The 
following week a meeting in the stadium 
was cancelled by government order. 


North America 


Baptist Jubilee Advance 
Plans Progress 


Plans for a continent-wide Baptist Jubi- 
lee Advance 1959-64 are being forwarded 
by the several Baptist conventions in North 
America. 

Representatives of the seven cooperat- 
ing bodies have selected. “New Life for 
You” as the theme for 1959, in which 
year the emphasis will be on evangelism. 
June 1, 1958 and December 31, 1958, 
are designated as days of prayer. 

It was voted also, in the planning group’s 
recent meeting at Louisville, that all seven 
cooperating conventions will participate in 
production, distribution and use of tele- 
vision and radio programs, including a 
thirteen-week series of telecast film for 
stations across the continent the first three 
months of 1959. 


Dr. Dahlberg Heads National Council 


A Baptist minister, Dr. Edwin T. Dahl- 
berg, has been elected president of the 
National Council of Churches (USA) at 
its Triennial General Assembly in St. Louis. 
Dr. Dahlberg is pastor of the Delmar Bap- 
tist Church of St. Louis, a congregation 
which is dually alligned with both the 
American Baptist Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. He is a for- 
mer president of the American Baptist 
Convention. He will serve a three year term 
as president of the National Council. 

Dr. Dahlberg spent Christmas with men 
and chaplains of the U.S. military forces 
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in Alaska. His visit was in keeping with 
a custom established by predecessors in the 
NCC of paying a Christmas visit to men in 
the nation’s armed forces. 


Dr. Newton Elected POAU Head 


Dr. Louie D. Newton of Atlanta, 
Georgia, member of the Baptist World 
Alliance Executive Committee and Alliance 
vice-president 1950-55, has been elected 
president of Protestants and Other Amer- 
icans United for Separation of Church and 
State. The organization has its headquarters 
in Washington. Dr. Newton, pastor of 
Druid Hills Baptist Church in Atlanta, 
helped found POAU ten years ago. He is 
a former president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 


Dr. Bell Named 


Dr. Edwin A. Bell, European represent- 
ative for the American Baptist Conven- 
tion Foreign Mission Societies, has been 
named in an interim capacity as adminis- 
trative assistant to Dr. Edward B. Willing- 
ham, general secretary of the Societies. 
This is a new position recently authorized 
by the Societies. 





CLOSED DOORS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


During these last three years vandals 
have smashed the windows and destroyed 
furniture. But the worst hardship for the 
church has been the necessity of meeting 
in another part of the city, at a consider- 
able distance. Transportation costs more 
than many of them can afford. 


Services Start Again 


The next chapter in this story began 
in October 1957. Paper seals glued to 
wooden doors do not last forever. Moisture 
did its work. Deterioration set in, and one 
day the last bits dropped off. Why not 
enter the chapel again? The original per- 
mit had never been revoked. No injunc- 
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PasToR NUNEZ BAPTIZING A CONVERT. 


tion had ever been sent them forbidding 
them to enter. If they entered they would 
not be violating any government seals or 
any law. Nobody, high or low, ever 
bothered to answer their petitions. 


Perhaps the authorities no longer cared 
about the whole matter? Why not begin 
services again? And so they did. 


Three services had been held when, on 
October 17, 1957, the police returned and 
sealed the doors once more. The present 
pastor, Jose Nunez, was taken to police 
headquarters, subjected to interrogation, 
and later released. It seems that legal 
action against him is now pending, sup- 
posedly on the charge of having broken 
government seals. 


So now the door is closed. Or is it? The 
membership has grown from 42 to 53 
during these distressing three years. Dur- 
ing the last five years 16 people have been 
baptized. “Behold, I have set before thee 
an open door, and no man can shut it,” 
were the words of our Lord to another 
church in times of persecution. The Second 
Baptist Church of Madrid believes they 
have real meaning in 1958. 
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Sr en res 


Two distinguished and helpful 
books answering two of your 
most important questions. 


WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 


compiled and edited 





by Duke K. McCall ———e 
Destined to take its place among the ses path pany 

most outstanding examples of theo- cil ie 4 

logical literature, this book provides . | Hi te 

a helpful answer to an age-old ques- yg? 

tion: What is the meaning of the | are aa 

New Testament Church? Its eleven ff the a 

chapters discuss the question under : fe KS: y 

general headings of Biblical Studies, Mlk (¢ ] 


Historical Studies, and Practical e cypney W. POWEH 
Studies. This symposium of Baptist aVsr ° 

thought was edited by the president 
of Southern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary. $3.00 


WHERE ARE THE CONVERTS? 
by Sidney W. Powell 


One of the most neglected problems in our 
churches today is that of inactive church members. 
Dr. Powell presents a thorough study of the factors 
causing this problem and offers a realistic solution 
that can be easily adapted to a congregation’s indi- 
vidual needs. $3.00 


et your bookseller 





the book publishing agency of the Sunday 
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